
Academic Relations Student Volunteer

Location Remote

Duration Minimum 2 months commitment

Type Volunteer Position (Unpaid)

Commitment Approx 8 hours  month (flexible hours)

About Acume

Acume is an ambitious tech startup that exists to bridge the gap between theory and
practice, and revolutionise access to academic knowledge. This is because better
access to research will inform NGOs and governmental organisations on how to
improve and innovate – and ultimately advance the UN’s SDGs.

But to reach its potential, research must first become more accessible. And for us,
‘accessible’ is more than open-access.

Accessible research means it's fast to find, quick to read, simple to understand, and
easy to apply into practice. It means it requires little effort to digest and use the
resource.

But for research to become accessible, its format needs to first be reimagined. And
this is what we are trying to do.

We are working with academics from across the world (including LMIC countries) to
transform scholar’s research into concise, practical and accessible summaries that
makes the findings available to everyone.

About Student Volunteer

Every month, we recruit four new student volunteers to join our growing community
and to help us make research more accessible.

As a student volunteer, your main tasks will include working with academics from all
over the world, conducting interviews and preparing impact summaries. However,
you will also have the opportunity to assist with social media and content (if you
wish).



Tasks are shared through our slack channel and it is up to you to select and be
accountable for the tasks that you do. You will be expected to log and complete eight
hours’ worth of tasks each month for a minimum commitment of two calendar
months.

In addition to this you will also need to attend an onboarding afternoon and a team
meeting each month. Every Thursday, we host a social club, which we would love
you to attend – but this is not compulsory.

Throughout your time, you will be assigned to and then supported by one of our core
team, who will help you to develop the skills needed to complete your work.

We hope this is an exciting opportunity for those interested in a career in research,
academia or international development. And those wishing to strengthen their
networks, communication, interview and research skills.

Commitment

You will need to commit to eight hours each month for a minimum of two months.

In addition to eight hours of monthly work, you must attend our onboarding session,
lasting two hours. You will also be required to attend occasional meetings with your
project lead. We will also hold meetings to share knowledge and gain feedback.

After two months, if you are active and enjoy your work, you may stay on as a
student volunteer. However, if you were not an active member of our community then
this will not be possible.

Who we are looking for

We are looking for academically-savvy students who genuinely care about our
mission. We want you to show us a genuine belief that academic research has the
potential to shape social impact and transform society.

We want you to really care about the academics you work with and the importance of
representing academic findings accurately. You’ll also need to be well-versed in
social science and humanities research and methods, as this is our current focus.
However, you are still free to apply even if from another discipline.

Our impact summary format is quite novel to many academics, which means we
need you to be able to clearly explain to them what we need and have the
confidence to ask an academic to elaborate or provide a more concrete example if
they are vague.



Finally, to make the best service possible, we need you to pass on all the feedback
you learn from academics. This means we want you to be naturally curious and
behave like a researcher, uncovering some of the complaints, challenges and needs
that academics face today - and which we might be able to help solve.

How to apply

To apply, please visit www.acume.org/student and use the form to submit your
application.

Alternatively please send us your CV, brief motivation and your three bullet points on
why you would be great for the position to jobs@acume.org. Please also state your
university, course and course level. And whether you would like to be considered for
future cohorts.

We will recruit new students each month - check our website for the next date.

http://www.acume.org/student
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